Literary Response Log

Spencer Drennan

10/6/08
Period 1

Mr. Rowe

Table of Contents

	Literature Title
	Author
	Dates read
	Genre

	Raven Rise
	D. J. MacHale
	8/12/08
	Science-Fiction

	Bailout Article
	Julie Hirschfeld Davis
	10/4/08
	Fiction 

	“Never Know”
	Jack Johnson
	10/5/08
	Acoustic 


“Historic bailout bill passes Congress; Bush signs” 
From news.yahoo.com

	Cause
	Effect

	Freddie Mac lies about financial info.
	Liberal Congress forces banks to loan to poorer people

	Banks collapse, Wall Street collapses
	Huge financial crisis

	Bailout is needed
	Democrats say no

	Bailout is passed
	Bush signs bailout


Raven Rise
     In Raven Rise, By D. J MacHale, Bobby Pendragon travels to the dimension of Second Earth. Bobby is wise and a skilled fighter and can cope with even the biggest problem. For example, when he returns home he finds that his interactions in the past killed almost all his friends and left his home in ruins. Also, near the end the last of his friends, Mark and Courtney, get sucked into a black hole and are killed. The adversity that caused this is an evil demon named Saint Dane, who is villainous and also a jerk. For example when Bobby returns home Saint Dane tempted a man named Nameer to create an organization that killed thousands of people and began another civil rights act due to discrimination. Also near the end of the novel Bobby escapes death via helicopter, but the pilot is really Saint Dane in disguise and kills Bobby, but Bobby is reincarnated and takes another shot at Saint Dane. I concluded that the theme of this story is that good always triumphs over evil. When Bobby’s friends die Bobby bravely dies and then comes back to prevail over Dane’s evil rein.
“Never Know”

 By Jack Johnson
     The song “Never Know” By Jack Johnson, a personal favorite, is about the ever-present conflict between religions. The first stanza of this song tells how religions have different interpretations, or “metaphors” as Jack puts, of the Bible. It also puts how each religion tells again and again what they believe and how it all seems the same to Jack. The chorus then says how we will never know who is preaching the truth and how humans are clueless and confused to the world around them. The second stanza talks about how we are very small and unimportant in comparison to the whole spectrum of time. The next stanza talks about how religions beg you to join and how they need members. The final verse explains how some religions go door to door to try and force you to join their religion. It also tells how people say if you don’t join them you’ll suffer. Then it concludes how religions will always be competing but never knowing who’s right. I believe that the theme of this song is not to compete for the wrong things and to not get caught up in fame and glory because it is very temporal. I think this because throughout the song the religions fight and argue but don’t get anywhere. Also in the second stanza he says “Just a bubble in a boiling pot” and “Just a breath in a chain of thought” which means that we humans and our glory only last a blink in time.  If Jack Johnson wanted people to take away the meaning from this song, it would be not to force personal beliefs upon those who do not believe so.
Lyrics to the song “Never Know”

By Jack Johnson

I hear this old story before
If people keep appealing for the metaphors
Don't leave much up to the imagination,
So I, wanna give this imagery back
No it just aint so easy like that
So, I turn the page and read the story again
And again and again
It just seems the same, with a diff. name
We're breaking and rebuilding
And we're growing
Always guessing

Never knowing
Shocking but we're nothing
We're just moments
We're Clever but we're clueless
We're just human
Amusing but confusing
Were trying but where is this all leading
Never Know

It all happened so much faster
Than you could say disaster
Wanna take a time lapse
And look at it backwards
From the last one
And maybe that's just the answer
That we're after
But after all
We're just a bubble in a boiling pot
Just one breath in a chain of thought
The moments just combusting
Feel certain but we'll never never know
Just seems the same
Give it a diff. name
We're beggin and we're needing
And we're trying and we're breathing

Never knowing
Shocking but we're nothing
We're just moments
We're Clever but we're clueless
We're just human
Amusing but confusing
Helping, we're building
And we're growing
Never Know

Knock knock on the door to door
Tell ya that the metaphor is better than yours
And you can either sink or swim
Things are looking pretty grim
If you don't believe in what this one feeding
Its got no feeling
So I read it again
And again and again
Just seems the same
Too many different names
Our hearts are strong our hands are weak
We'll always be competing never knowing

Never knowing
Shocking but we're nothing
We're just moments
We're Clever but we're clueless
We're just human
Amusing but confusing
But the truth is
All we got is questions
We'll Never Know
Never Know
Never Know

